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Architect: 
DiMella Shaffer

Project Square Feet: 
 60,000 SF

MEP Consultants: 
BR+A

Construction Cost: 
$7,500,000

Completion Date: 
December 2012

Delivery Method: 
CM-GMP

 

Fraunhofer Center For Sustainable Energy (CSE)
Boston, Massachusetts

 
Gilbane provided construction management services for the Fraunhofer CSE Building 
Technology Showcase. This first-of-its-kind project represents the future of sustainable 
design and construction. Referred to as the “living laboratory,” the facility features the 
research and demonstration of advanced sustainable energy building technologies 
and processes. 

The facility is used as a space to showcase advanced technologies in order to assist 
manufacturers with the further development of their products with applied research 
while exhibiting these technologies in a state-of-the-art educational space.

A challenging yet rewarding aspect of the project’s construction was the integration 
of materials from many of the Fraunhofer CSE building technology partners. These 
manufacturers provided materials to be used for the project at no cost. Gilbane 
worked collaboratively with the architect, suppliers, and subcontractors to accurately 
coordinate the installation of the provided materials.  

This project is seeking a LEED Platinum certification. By optimizing the energy 
performance of the space, systems such as active chilled beams, chilled sails, and 
radiant floor heating will help to achieve the anticipated LEED rating. The project 
team met monthly to verify that all the necessary documentation was being kept and 
procedures were being followed to ensure that the desired LEED rating is achieved. 
Additional sustainable elements include the use of windows which also serve as 
solar panels, heat-absorbing and releasing walls, natural ventilation units, and auto-
adjusting lighting systems. 

In addition, Gilbane developed an indoor air quality (IAQ) plan which was utilized 
throughout construction. The IAQ plan maintained air quality for both the workers and 
end users while providing a solid basis for air testing prior to occupancy. 

Winner of the 2013 
Corenet New England 
Best Sustainable 

Winner of the 
Engineering News 
Record (ENR) New 
England’s 2013 Best 
Green Project 


